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constantly made, that his mother was only a member
of a travelling stock company. Manners have so
much altered since that time that it seems hard now
to understand how the enemies of a great public
man could stoop to make it a charge against him,
that his mother had tried to earn a living when
widowed and penniless by acting on the stage. It
is certain, however, that some of the most dis-
tinguished and proudly placed of Canning's political
enemies did degrade themselves by constantly
talking of him as the son of an actress. It is
certain, too, that in his heart he bitterly resented
such whispered insults. Canning, as it has been well
said, was a man far too sensitive for his own happi-
ness, and his enemies knew of his sensitiveness and
practised upon it accordingly.

George Canning was born in England, and his
education was undertaken by his father's brother, a
rich merchant, who no doubt was anxious to repair
in some measure to the son for the unkindness shown
to the father,-and he was sent to Eton and to Oxford.
He studied for the bar ; but his political gifts and his
power of speech soon drew on him the attention of
all who came in his way. Sheridan, who was a
relative of Canning's mother, introduced him to Fox
and Burke and Charles Grey. Canning cultivated
assiduously, meanwhile, the art of public speaking,
and he obtained a seat in Parliament in 1793. He
had a singularly handsome and graceful person, fine
features, and a noble forehead, and a voice which lent
itself to high oratorical effort. It became a sort of
fashion of speech at one time, to. compliment rising